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What is a Character Analysis?

As students of literature, you should be able to draw conclusions about the actions of characters by paying close attention to information the author of a text provides about the background, experiences, and personalities of the characters. 
The purpose of a character analysis is to examine the make-up of a character to better understand his or her motivations and actions. These characters exhibit complex personalities and their behaviors are influenced by many factors: age, sex, race, education, social class, current environment, place of origin—all the things that combine to shape us and our actions. 

Getting Started

Step 1 (Tuesday, 8/22): When you decide to write a character analysis (or have that choice made for you) you will need to do some preliminary thinking and writing. Select one character from The Things They Carried that you find interesting, one that evokes a strong response from you, either positively or negatively. 

Step 2 (Tuesday, 8/22): After you decide which character to analyze, go back over the text with a highlighter. Mark descriptions or bits of dialogue that could be useful in your analysis.  
Step 3 (Wednesday, 8/23): Complete the character sketch activity.  This is due at the beginning of class on Thursday.

Step 4 (Thursday, 8/24): Look at your sketch and develop a dominant impression about the character—a major trait that will control the analysis. The dominant impression developed from the prewriting sketch might look like this, for example: Mr. Martin is a quiet, unassuming file clerk, an ideal employee who is driven to murder by an attack on the efficiency of his company and a threat to his own job. If this looks like a thesis sentence to you—then good!  It should. Always work with a thesis in mind.  PLEASE INFORM MRS. B WHEN YOU HAVE FORMULATED YOUR THESIS.
Required Elements of a Character Analysis

1) An effective introduction—Include these elements:

a) The title of the text (punctuated correctly)—do not leave your readers guessing what literary piece your essay centers around.
b) The name of the author—you must give credit where credit is due! Never assume the reader will know the author from the title of the story. Along with the title, the author's name should appear early in the analysis—specifically, the first paragraph!
c) A clear thesis. The thesis is the controlling argument you will defend in your analysis.  This must be a provable statement and cannot be a quotation from the text itself.
2) In-depth analysis of the character that supports your thesis—written in a clear and organized manner.  Your essay should not be a summary of the actions of the character.  You should have AT LEAST two well-developed body paragraphs.
(
EX of summary: “Mark Fossie begins to lose hold of the security he felt that Mary Anne would always be loyal 
and faithful to the idea of becoming his wife.”


  VS.
(
EX of analysis: “Because Mary Anne’s existence prior to her stint in Vietnam had never afforded her the


opportunity to be make her own choices and “learn something” (126), she begins to experiment with her 
newfound freedom, causing Mark Fossie to lose hold of the security he felt that she would remain faithful to the 
idea of becoming his wife.  This proves that depriving someone of their free will can have only negative 
repercussions in the end, and that war’s long-reaching arm does not discriminate.”

3) Important words and dialogue from the text appearing within quotes and page numbers in parenthesis (MLA).  Make sure you embed these; quotes are like clingy lovers—they need the support of a sentence.  You should not be using full-sentence quotes, rather short chunks of them. 
4) Be sure to include a Works Cited Page (with a heading) as the last page of your essay (this will probably only include the novel itself).

5) A solid conclusion that reminds the readers of the thesis and includes a universal message.

Character Analysis Rubric
	
	You know this character inside and out!

4 points
	You seem to know quite a bit about the character.

3 points
	You have made the character’s acquaintance

2 points
	Character? 

Was there a character?

1 point

	Thesis

(x2)
	The thesis is clearly stated and shows well how the characterization contributes to larger themes in the play.
	The thesis is clear and there is an attempt made by the author to show how the characterization contributes to larger themes in the play.
	The thesis is clear, but it does not to show how the characterization contributes to larger themes in the play.
	There is no clear thesis.

	Substance

(x3)
	Essay explores ideas in depth using multiple examples with detail, and incorporates unique, insightful ideas that go beyond the obvious.
	Supporting points and information are relevant, but overall they do not stand out from other essays.
	Some supporting information is evident, but it is not contribute very much to the overall topic of the essay.  The paper is missing:
	Supporting information is typically unclear or not related to the topic.  

	Quotes

(x2)
	Includes a minimum of 5 quotes that help support your point with page numbers.  Quotes are well integrated using more than “he said” embedding
	Includes 3-4 quotes that help support your point with page numbers.  Quotes are integrated using more than “he said” embedding
	Includes 1-2 quotes that help support your point with page numbers.  Quotes are integrated but essay relies on “he said” embedding
	Includes no quotes from novel included.

	Style/Structure

(x3)
	Essay is written with attention to the elements of style.  An opening hook is used, sentence structure is varied, and use of creative language paints vivid images.  Quotes support ideas.
	There is an obvious attempt to pay attention to the elements style by the writer, but either the intro lacks an effective “hook” or the conclusion simply restates the thesis or uses vague transitions.  
	There is little attempt at style. Transitions are lacking, the intro lacks a hook and the conclusion is abrupt and doesn’t leave the reader with a clear understanding of the point.
	There is no evidence of style; no clear structure to the paper. 

	Grammar

(x1)
	Essay includes up to 4 errors in grammar or spelling that distracts reader
	Essay includes 6-8 errors in grammar or spelling that distracts reader.
	Essay includes 9-10 in grammar or spelling that distracts reader.
	Essay has over 10 errors in grammar or spelling that distracts reader

	MLA Format

(x1)
	The essay                               properly documents evidence in MLA format and includes a Works Cited Page
	The paper does have some documentation, but not all of it is according to MLA format. Includes a Works Cited Page.
	There is some documentation but it is not in MLA format. Includes a Works Cited Page
	There is no parenthetical documentation

Or

Missing a Works Cited Page

	Technical 

(x1)
	
	
	Title is italicized or underlined and author is identified
	Title is not punctuated correctly or author’s name is not included

	
	
	
	0 points if neither author nor title is identified


TOTAL: ________/ 50 points  (this score will be multiplied by 2 in the gradebook to create a 100 point assignment)

