11TH grade Honors American Literature- Spring 2018

Nathaniel Hawthorne’s The Scarlet Letter




Close Reading Activity:  Chapter 1 “The Prison Door”

Before we read…

1. What is your impression of novel?  What do you learn about the setting, plot, characters, conflict etc. just from the title and the book covers being passed around?  
While we read…
2. As Chapter 1 is being read aloud, visualize the scene.  Make a list of descriptive words (adjectives) that impact your visualization.

3.   List any words that you don’t understand in chapter 1.  Define them AFTER we finish reading.
After we read…
4. Hawthorne includes an allusion to Anne Hutchinson.  Who is she? *we live in the Google age people!
5. Define this key concept in Chapter 1: Utopia 
Why would the image of a prison door be ironic for a utopian world?

Now…
Using the supplies at the front, transform chapter 1 into a visual image.  Artistic ability is not the point of this activity.  The point is to include as much detail as possible.  You should use key symbols and images in your drawing. Label and identify the possible meaning of any and all images in your drawing.  Use textual evidence to label all images, and be sure to parenthetically cite (2).  The most detailed sketch will get a prize ( 
