Macbeth 

Open Book Assignment

Act III 

 Scene 1
Reference & Recap: The real King Macbeth ruled Scotland in 1040-1057, after leading a rebellion against King Duncan and slaying him in battle. He was a good ruler for the first ten years, but then became suspicious and cruel. For the murder plot, Shakespeare borrowed from another incident. A Scottish king named Duff was murdered while staying with one of his noblemen, MacDonwald. They said his wife convinced him to do it. 
Banquo suspects Macbeth of murdering Duncan, while Macbeth fears Banquo’s children will be kings, not his own. In Acts I and II, Macbeth used the prophecy to guide and almost excuse what he’d done; now he wants to change the parts of it he doesn’t like. 
III.i.1-10  Banquo reflects on the prophecy and considers that “it was said it should not stand in thy _________________” (posterity means _______________________________________) and that he “shall be the _________________________________________________________________________________________.” 
III.i.52-62
 Quote and explain two reasons Macbeth fears Banquo.
1)
2) 

III.i.65-68
 Explain Macbeth’s metaphors.
Barren scepter:

Fruitless crown:

III.i.157-158 
Macbeth’s lines echo which previous ones from an earlier act and scene?
Scene 2
Reference & Recap: Surprisingly, the Macbeths are not happy. Lady Macbeth tries to help her husband put Duncan’s murder out of his mind, but he is really more worried about Banquo. Macbeth doesn’t tell her that he is having Banquo killed. 
III.ii.6-9  Lady Macbeth considers how unhappy her husband is and says:
Naught’s had =__________________________________________________________________________

All’s spent =____________________________________________________________________________
Desire is got without content = _____________________________________________________________
III.ii.15  Quote and explain Macbeth’s metaphor.
III.ii.22-25 How do these lines echo Lady Macbeth’s (lines 6-9)? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
III.ii.51-54 Macbeth asks seeling night (which means______________________________________) to scarf up (which means____________________________________) the tender eye (which means ____________________________) of pitiful day.   What is the “great bond” he wants cancelled and torn to pieces? 

Scenes iii-iv
Recap iii: In scene iii, Banquo is murdered by the men Macbeth recruited, but Fleance “flees” the scene, meaning there is still a chance for Banquo to have kings.
Recap iv: In scene iv, Macbeth learns that Fleance has escaped. He “sees” Banquo’s ghost, and calls out to it in the middle of dinner, startling the other guests. Finally, Lady Macbeth dismisses the guests and Macbeth decides to go see the witches again.
Translate and explain the significance of the following lines:

Macbeth:

There the grown serpent lies. The worm that’s fled

Hath nature that in time will venom breed (III.iv.32-33) 
Macbeth to Banquo’s ghost:

Thou canst not say I did it. Never shake 

Thy gory locks at me (III.iv.61-62)

Macbeth to Lady Macbeth:
It will have blood they say; blood will have blood (III.iv.151)
Recap 5: Those are some crazy witches! This scene is not thought to be original to the play.

Recap 6: Lennox and another nobleman discuss Macbeth and Lennox comments sarcastically on how murderous the sons of Duncan and Banquo seem to be, but how well Macbeth has “borne” (handled/coped with) all of these events.
