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Open Book Assignment

Act I 
Scene i
1)  Foreshadowing is the use of hints or clues to suggest what will happen later in the story. What might the repetition of the witches’ idea that “fair is foul, and foul is fair” foreshadow?
Scene ii
2) Characterization: Macbeth does which of the following after he defeats the traitor Macdonwald?
a) Slices him open from the navel to the chin.

b) Cuts off his head and places it on the battlements.

c) Rips out his heart.

d) Continues fighting bravely against the massing invaders from Norway.

What does this show about Macbeth? What kind of guy is he?
3) Paraphrase what King Duncan means when he says: 

“No more that Thane of Cawdor shall deceive 

_________________________________________
Our bosom interest. Go, pronounce his present death,

_________________________________________
And with his former title greet Macbeth” (73-75).

_________________________________________
Scene iii
4) Characterization: What does the witch’s tale of the fat, chestnut-eating woman and her subsequently doomed husband (the sailor) show us about the witches? 
5) The Weird Sisters greet Macbeth as ________________. 

a) Thane of Glamis, Thane of Cawdor, and King hereafter

b) Thane of Cawdor, Thane of Fife, and King hereafter

c) Thane of Fife, Thane of Cawdor, and father of kings
Significance of this???
6) Dramatic irony is when the audience knows more than the characters do. How do the “prophecies” that the witches give Macbeth create dramatic irony?
7) The witches say which of the following to Banquo?
a) "Lesser than Macbeth and greater."

b) "Thou shalt get kings, though thou be none."

c) "Not so happy, yet much happier."

d) "Thou shalt be king of Scotland!"

8) What does Banquo mean by the following warning? 

“And oftentimes, to win us to our harm, 

The instruments of darkness tell us truths, 

Win us with honest trifles, to betray us 

In deepest consequence” (143-146).
9) After he is told that he is the new Thane of Cawdor, what does Macbeth mean when he says to himself, 
“If chance will have me king, why, chance may crown me without my stir” (157-159)?

Scene iv
10) Explain the irony and the foreshadowing of King Duncan’s statement about the traitor Cawdor:

“He was a gentleman on whom I built

  An absolute trust” (15-16).
11) Who does Duncan name as his heir?

12) What is Macbeth’s reaction? Underline the metaphors in the quote below and explain what they reveal about what he is thinking.
“The Prince of Cumberland! That is a step

On which I must fall down or else o’erleap, 

For in my way it lies. Stars, hide your fires;

Let not light see my black and deep desires.

The eye wink at the hand, yet let that be

Which the eye fears, when it is done, to see” (55-61).
Scene v
13)  Lady Macbeth calls on supernatural powers to _____________ in order to give her strength.  Then in the space below, explain your answer.
a) "sleek o'er your rugged looks"

b) "beguile the time"

c) "unsex me here"

14) Lady Macbeth counsels her husband below. Interpret what she means (explain the metaphors).
“Your face, my thane, is as a book where men 

 May read strange matters. To beguile the time,
 Look like the time; bear welcome in your eye,

 Your hand, your tongue: look like the innocent flower,
 But be the serpent under't” (73-77).
Scene vi
15) What does Lady Macbeth do when the king arrives at her home? 
a) She welcomes him graciously.

b) She tries to seduce him.

c) She tempts him with wine.

Quote and cite a line from scene vi that supports your answer: ___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________
Scene vii
16) In order to pressure Macbeth, Lady Macbeth tells Macbeth “When you durst do it, then ______.”
a) wilt thou be king

b) you were a man

c) will I love you
17) In order to convince Macbeth to betray the king, what does Lady Macbeth say she would do with her child if she promised to him that she would? 
a) give up her life for it

b) cut off its head

c) dash its brains out

18) Macbeth spends the majority of Act I in a state of indecision over his “destiny”. 
a) What are three of the reasons for Macbeth’s hesitation and struggle within himself? 
b) How/why is he finally convinced that he must kill the king? 
19) Who will the Macbeths frame for Duncan's murder? How?
20) References to clothing is a motif that is prevalent in Act I and throughout the play.  Find TWO references to clothing from Act I and explain how these relate to another motif present, which is appearance vs. reality.
