Before we read…Macbeth
“Double, Double toil and trouble; Fire burn, and cauldron bubble!”

We are now beginning Shakespeare’s Macbeth, a dark tale about ambition-gone-wrong.  
This anticipation guide will help introduce you to the conflicts and themes you will be confronting when we begin reading.  They will encourage you to begin thinking about these issues and how they relate to your life today.

Choose 10 of the following questions to answer.  There are no right or wrong answers just your views. Use the back of this sheet or a separate piece of paper for your responses.  You will have 30 minutes to answer the questions in complete sentences.  Then you will share your responses with your classmates.
1. Think about a time you were tempted to do something you knew you shouldn’t do. Describe a situation in which you gave in to temptation.
2. Macbeth:  His noble spirit / Makes me feel less important.  (Banquo’s goodness makes Macbeth’s own evil show up even more.)

Think about someone you know who has a noble spirit. Describe how that person makes you feel when you are around him or her?

3. Banquo:  Macbeth is king now. / I fear he got there through foul play.  (Banquo suspects that Macbeth killed King Duncan.)
Think about a time you suspected someone of foul play. It could be someone you know or someone you heard about in the news. Describe the situation, and tell what happened next. 

4. Macbeth:  My mind is full of scorpions. (He feels as if dangerous thoughts are in his head.)

If you felt that your mind was full of scorpions, what would you do about it?

5. Witches:  By the feelings in my thumbs, / Something wicked this way comes.
Think about a time when you had a feeling that something was about to happen. Describe the situation, and tell what happened next.

6. What is the difference between greed and ambition?  Explain.
7.   Do you believe the adage, “You reap what you sow”?  Yes or no and explain.  Give an example of a time when you “reaped what you sowed”.  
8. Macbeth:  Do I will, not just boast about this like a fool! / I will order this before my anger cools.
Think about a time you acted in anger. What made you angry, and what did you do? Do you think it would have been better to wait until your anger cooled?

9. You probably wouldn’t break your moral code (what you believe is right or wrong) for a stranger but what about for a loved one?  Have you ever?
10. If someone prophesized that you would become someone of importance (i.e. President, Pope, Homecoming Queen/King, etc.), would you wait for it to happen or would you try to make it happen? Explain.
11.  What information about your future would you like to know? List at least three things. Explain why you would like to know each one.

12.  What information about your future would you not want to know? List at least three things. Explain your reason for not wanting to know. 
