11th Grade Honors American Literature    
2017-2018
Instructor:

Meg Batchelor
batchelorm@fultonschools.org
Room E 102

Academic Expectations: One of the most important goals of this class is to produce independent thinkers who will be lifelong learners.

We will be engaged in the “great conversation” throughout the year and will attempt to answer the overarching question: “What does it mean to be human?” and more specifically, “What does it mean to be an American?” It is imperative that class members participate fully by asking questions, offering opinions, requesting clarification or all three.
	Students must be prepared, be responsible, be respectful




Course Focus

· Understanding of the origins and complex nature of American culture and literature
· Extensive reading of American texts (fiction, nonfiction, and poetry)

· Close reading and critical analysis of all selections

· Awareness of connections among literary movements and selections

· Ability to make meaning from texts

· Understanding and application of literary terms

· Thinking independently

Texts and replacement costs:

Students are financially responsible for all books issued by CHS. Textbooks may not be left in classrooms and teachers are not responsible for the whereabouts of your book. The copy which was issued must be turned in at the end of the course.  You will not receive credit for turning in another student’s book and may not turn in replacement books.  The cost of replacement will be assessed to any student that fails to turn in the book they were issued or turns in a damaged book.
Grading Policy: Grades will adhere to the Fulton County grading scale (Honors points are added at the county level):    
A = 90-100  B = 89-80   C = 79 – 70  F = below 70
Grades will be determined as follows:
Major Assessments (essays, tests, projects, etc.) – 50%

Minor Assessments (quizzes, minor projects, etc.) – 20%

Other (homework, classwork, reading checks, etc.) – 10%  

Final/EOC – 20%

**Extra credit opportunities are not available in any Chattahoochee English class.
Dropped Grades: It is department policy to drop each student’s lowest quiz grade each semester.

Absences/Make-up Work: It is the student's responsibility to request make-up work from the teacher on the first day back to school and are expected to access homework and in-class assignments using the classes at Edmodo. Students who are present for any portion of the school day are expected to turn in all assignments due on that day in order to receive full credit for the assignments. Assignment due dates that have been communicated prior to a full-day absence are always due upon the student’s return to school when the due date occurred during the absence.  After an excused absence, a student will have the number of school days equivalent to the number of days absent to make up the work. Make-up work missed due to an unexcused absence may be penalized up to 10% of the maximum value of the assignment. Make-up work or pre-approved absence work submitted late will receive a zero. Any exceptions for extensions of time will be made at the discretion of the teacher.
Late Work: Homework and compositions are due at the beginning of class on the scheduled date. Homework will not be accepted late. Major compositions/projects are the only assignments that will be accepted late. If a student is in school for any amount of time on the day an assignment is due, he/she must turn in the assignment or receive a late grade. A penalty of 20 points per day will apply to late papers and projects. 
Chattahoochee High School Recovery Policy:  Students can recover up to 75%. 
Chattahoochee High School Provision for Improving Grades

 

1. Students who complete a major assessment* but fail to demonstrate mastery as evidenced by a grade below 75% on the major assessment may pursue an improvement opportunity to show proficiency. In the case of an honor code violation on a major assessment, the grade will stand as a zero with no eligibility for recovery on that assignment. What is classified as a major assessment is determined within the content area; consult your course syllabus for details.

2. Students should contact the teacher concerning recovery opportunities within 5 school days of being informed of the grade on the assessment in class.  Students are allowed one attempt at recovery per major assessment category listed in the course syllabus. All recovery work must be completed 10 days before the end of the semester.

3. The grade on the recovery assignment will replace the original grade if the recovery grade is equal to or below 75%.  If the recovery grade is above 75%, the original grade will be replaced with a 75%.  
*Projects are not eligible for recovery

School Board Policy Provision for Improving Grades
 

1. Opportunities designed to allow students to recover from a low or failing cumulative grade will be allowed when all work required to date has been completed and the student has demonstrated a legitimate effort to meet all course requirements including attendance. Students should contact the teacher concerning recovery opportunities.  Teachers are expected to establish a reasonable time period for recovery work to be completed during the semester. All recovery work must be directly related to course objectives and must be completed ten school days prior to the end of the semester.

2. Teachers will determine when and how students with extenuating circumstances may improve their grades.

Remediation of Essays

The English department wants to make sure that students have the opportunity to meet the writing standards of the course.  Toward that end, most essay assignments which fail to demonstrate mastery of these standards are eligible to be re-written according to the following guidelines:
· A student who receives below an 80% based on the merits of the paper will have the opportunity to revise and resubmit the paper. If a student wishes remediation, they must schedule a conference with the teacher within a week of receiving their paper back. During the conference, the teacher will identify specific skills for the student to focus on for revising (grammar, quote integration, organization, internal transitions, etc.)  The maximum grade possible on a remediated paper is an 80%.

· Papers which have had points deducted for not following the directions of the assignment (i.e., lack of revisions, no pre-writing, being late, etc.) are eligible to be re-written; however, any such deductions will stand. For example, a later paper with a 20-point deduction can be remediated for a maximum score of a 65.

Expectations for Written Work across the Curriculum:  All written work should:

· be in complete sentences using formal language 

· follow conventions of grammar, usage and mechanics 

· accurately cite sources used with discipline-specific requirements (i.e. MLA, APA, etc.).

CHS Plagiarism Statement

Plagiarism is the use of another's words or ideas and the presentation of them as though they are entirely one's own.  Acts of plagiarism might include, but are not limited to:

1.  using words or ideas from a published source without proper documentation;

2.  using the work of another student (e. g. copying another student's homework, composition, or project);

3.  using excessive editing suggestions of another student, teacher, parent, or paid editor.


Plagiarism on any project or paper at Chattahoochee High School will result in a zero for the assignment and an Honor Code violation.  Unless directly stipulated by the teacher, collaboration on written work is not acceptable.  Students who willingly provide other students with access to their work are in violation of the Honor Code.  Students guilty of cheating will receive a grade of "0" on the assignment or test. The assignment may not be made up (students having zero’s are not eligible for recovery). Additionally, an Honor Violation Form will be completed by the teacher and filed in the school office. Violations may be considered by faculty in making future recommendations. Membership in honor clubs could be jeopardized. Students receiving an Honor Code violation will be assigned to serve two (2) days of Saturday School for the first offense.

Independent Reading:  In addition to novels read in class, each semester students will be required to read independently or in Book Clubs one, possibly two, novels per semester.  There will be time in class for some reading; there will be assignments as responses to the independent reading.  
Communication and Parent Conferences:  While I, of course, welcome communication with parents, students at this level should make every effort to resolve issues independently prior to contact between parents and me.  I will not be available to meet with parents unless an appointment has been arranged.  I can be reached at batchelorm@fultonschools.org. Communicating by email is the most efficient way to reach me and to receive a prompt reply.  
AMERICAN LITERATURE UNITS OF STUDY (this is subject to change)

UNIT 1: Voices of the “Truth” (Post-Modernist and Contemporary Fiction—1950—present)

(Independent Reading Options: Into the Wild, Catch-22, Slaughterhouse Five, One Hundred Years of Solitude, A Clockwork Orange)
The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien

Et al…

UNIT 2: Voices of Change (Modernism and the Harlem Renaissance—1900-1950)

“The Curious Case of Benjamin” (and film)
The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald
Imagist Poetry (TS Eliot, Ezra Pound, William Carlos Williams, H.D.)

Harlem Renaissance Research Assignment

Et al…

UNIT 3: Voices of Truth (Realism/Naturalism in American Literature,—1855-1900)
(Independent Reading Options: The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, The Red Badge of Courage, The Age of Innocence, Ethan Frome)
“The Open Boat”
“The Yellow Wallpaper”
“An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge”
 “The Story of an Hour”
“To Build a Fire”

“The Celebrated Jumping Frog of Calaveras County”

Et al…
UNIT 4: Voices of Romance and Transcendence (early American Fiction and poetry—1800-1860)
“The Devil and Tom Walker”
“A Psalm of Life”
“The Tide Rises, the Tide Falls”
Works by Ralph Waldo Emerson
Works by Henry David Thoreau
Works by Emily Dickinson
Works by Edgar Allen Poe
The Scarlet Letter through a Romantic/Gothic lens
Et al…
UNIT 5: Revolutionary Voices (Rhetorical Analysis of The Age of Reason—1750-1800)
The Declaration of Independence
“Poor Richard’s Almanac” by Ben Franklin
From The Crisis, Number 1
Patrick Henry - Speech in the Virginia Convention
Speeches and letters by Martin Luther King, Jr.
Speeches by Malcolm X
Excerpts from Tipping Point by Malcolm Gladwell

Et al…

UNIT 6: Voices of Fear and Faith (Puritanism, The Age of Faith, Dark Romanticism—1650-1750)Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God
“To My Dear and Loving Husband”
“Huswifery”
The Scarlet Letter 
Et al…

UNIT 7: The First American Voices (Origins of American Literature—pre-1650)
“The Nacirema”—discussion of the dominant American Values we have seen throughout our reading (What does it mean to be an American?)
The Indian and the White Man (The Sioux myth of the coming of the white man)
from Of Plymouth Plantation
Et al…
Some films may be shown throughout the school year, either in part or in whole.  The following is a list of possible films (in no particular order):

The Crucible – Rated PG-13 for depiction of the Salem witch trials and adult subject matter
Dead Poets Society- Rated PG-13 for language and some mature themes

Doubt—Rated PG-13 for mature themes 

The Curious Case of Benjamin Button—Rated PG-13 for mature themes

The Great Gatsby—Rated PG-13 for language, violence, and mature themes

PLEASE SEE SIGNATURE PAGE NEXT…

SIGNATURE PAGE

11th Grade Honors American Literature    

2017-2018
Instructor:

Meg Ingram Batchelor

batchelorm@fultonschools.org
Room E 102

Parent/Guardian Primary Email Address:___________________________________________________________ 
Student Primary Email Address: __________________________________________________________________

Please acknowledge by signing below that you have read and understand the requirements and policies in this class syllabus.  Student should return this form to me no later than Friday, August 12, 2016.

Student Name:_________________________________________________________________________________

Student Signature:______________________________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Name:_________________________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature:______________________________________________________________________
CHECK ONE: 

________  Yes, my child may view videos/films

________  No, may not view the following (Please CIRCLE any videos/films that you do not wish your child to watch. An alternate and independent assignment will be given.)
The Crucible – Rated PG-13 for depiction of the Salem witch trials and adult subject matter
Dead Poets Society—Rated PG-13 for language and some mature themes

Doubt—Rated PG-13 for mature themes 

The Curious Case of Benjamin Button—Rated PG-13 for mature themes

The Great Gatsby—Rated PG-13 for language, violence, and mature themes



