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Course Title:  Honors Literature and Composition (2017-2018)

Teacher:  Mrs. Meg Batchelor  (batchelorm@fulton.k12.ga.us) 

Grade Level:  10









1. Textbooks and Replacement Prices:
Students are financially responsible for all books issued by CHS. Textbooks may not be left in classrooms and teachers are not responsible for the whereabouts of your book. The copy which was issued must be turned in at the end of the course.  You will not receive credit for turning in another student’s book and may not turn in replacement books.  The cost of replacement will be assessed to any student that fails to turn in the book they were issued or turns in a damaged book.

Supplementary novels: $15.00 for paperback; $20 for hardback

2. Georgia Performance Common Core Standards:
Because of the flexibility of English Language Arts course offerings at the high school level, the CCGPS for grades 9 through 12 is organized into grade bands comprised of 9-10 and 11-12. The 9-12 Standards define what students should understand and be able to do by the end of each grade band. Complete lists of all the CCGPS standards for each grade band are available at https://www.georgiastandards.org/Common-Core/Pages/ELA-9-12.aspx.
3. Expectations:

Tenth grade honors Literature and Composition is designed as preparation for Advanced Placement Language (offered in the 11th grade) and Advanced Placement Literature (offered in the 12th grade). The course of study is rigorous and should be attempted only be serious readers and writers.  Further, students who do not maintain a satisfactory average will not be recommended for future honors and/or Advanced Placement classes.  Additionally, an honor student’s need to request recovery is a clear indication that the student is misplaced and a course change should be sought.  It is important for students to be placed appropriately for the overall good of the student and the class. 


The Honors Student must:

· Be self-motivated and willing to do more than what is asked or required.

· Be tolerant of other people’s opinions.

· Accept instruction and constructive criticism in order to improve skills.

· Take full responsibility for all assignments.

· Make attendance a priority and make up missed work without prompting

· Listen carefully in class and take notes.

· Follow directions without excessive need for clarification

· Prioritize one’s learning as an on-going process by refraining from procrastination.

· Demonstrate superior knowledge of the course content through analysis and synthesis.

4. Grading Scheme/Policies:


Major Assessments (essays, tests, projects, etc.) – 50%

Minor Assessments (quizzes, minor projects, etc.) – 20%

Other (homework, classwork, reading checks, etc.) – 10%  

Final/EOC – 20%

Extra Credit: Extra credit assignments or opportunities are not available in any Chattahoochee English class.

Dropped Grades:

The Chattahoochee English Department recognizes that unforeseen circumstances sometime prevent students from doing their best work.  With that in mind, it is department policy to drop a student’s lowest quiz grade each semester.

5. Homework Expectations:
Whether it be work assigned in class that day or reading a novel, all homework must be completed and handed in upon request. In my class, homework is not accepted late (except in cases of absence). Homework that is completed thoroughly and fully will receive a 100%, incomplete homework will only receive partial credit of 50%, and missing homework will receive an “NHI”(=0%). Completed homework that has been left at home/in a locker will not be accepted late.  
Major assignments (writings or projects) will be accepted late. There will be a 5-point deduction for papers submitted late on the Turnitin.com due date. There will be a penalty of 10 points per day if submitted the next day. Work will not be accepted after 2 school days; after 2 days, missing major assignments will be counted as zeroes with no eligibility for recovery.

6. Chattahoochee High School Provision for Improving Grades (Recovery):
 

1. Students who complete a major assessment* but fail to demonstrate mastery as evidenced by a grade below 75% on the major assessment may pursue an improvement opportunity to show proficiency. In the case of an honor code violation on a major assessment, the grade will stand as a zero with no eligibility for recovery on that assignment. What is classified as a major assessment is determined within the content area; consult your course syllabus for details.

2. Students should contact the teacher concerning recovery opportunities within 5 school days of being informed of the grade on the assessment in class.  Students are allowed one attempt at recovery per major assessment category listed in the course syllabus. All recovery work must be completed 10 days before the end of the semester.

3. The grade on the recovery assignment will replace the original grade if the recovery grade is equal to or below 75%.  If the recovery grade is above 75%, the original grade will be replaced with a 75%.  

*Projects are not eligible for recovery

7. School Board Policy Provision for Improving Grades:
 

1. Opportunities designed to allow students to recover from a low or failing cumulative grade will be allowed when all work required to date has been completed and the student has demonstrated a legitimate effort to meet all course requirements including attendance. Students should contact the teacher concerning recovery opportunities.  Teachers are expected to establish a reasonable time period for recovery work to be completed during the semester. All recovery work must be directly related to course objectives and must be completed ten school days prior to the end of the semester.
2. Teachers will determine when and how students with extenuating circumstances may improve their grades.

8.  Remediation of Essays:

The English department wants to make sure that students have the opportunity to meet the writing standards of the course.  Toward that end, most essay assignments which fail to demonstrate mastery of these standards are eligible to be re-written according to the following guidelines:
1. A student who receives below an 80% based on the merits of the paper will have the opportunity to revise and resubmit the paper. If a student wishes remediation, they must schedule a conference with the teacher within a week of receiving their paper back. During the conference, the teacher will identify specific skills for the student to focus on for revising (grammar, quote integration, organization, internal transitions, etc.)  The maximum grade possible on a remediated paper is an 80%.
2. Papers which have had points deducted for not following the directions of the assignment (i.e., lack of revisions, no pre-writing, being late, etc.) are eligible to be re-written; however, any such deductions will stand. For example, a later paper with a 20-point deduction can be remediated for a maximum score of a 65.

9. Scheduled Help Sessions:
I am available most days before or after school should students need extra help.  If possible, students should give prior notice that they will need to come in early or stay after school. 
10. Teacher/Parent Communication:
I check the above listed email most evenings and periodically throughout the school day. You can also call me at school, and I will get back to you as soon as I can (770-521-7600 ext. 342).  E-MAIL IS PREFERRED: (batchelorm@fulton.k12.ga.us)
11. Make-up Work:
It is the student's responsibility to request make-up work from the teacher on the first day back to school and are expected to access homework and in-class assignments using Edmodo (more information to come). Students who are present for any portion of the school day are expected to turn in all assignments due on that day in order to receive full credit for the assignments. Assignment due dates that have been communicated prior to a full-day absence are always due upon the student’s return to school when the due date occurred during the absence. 
After an excused absence, a student will have the number of school days equivalent to the number of days absent to make up the work. Make-up work or pre-approved absence work submitted late will receive a zero. Any exceptions for extensions of time will be made at the discretion of the teacher.
12.  Expectations for Written Work Across the Curriculum
 All written work should:

 
• be in complete sentences using formal language 

• follow conventions of grammar, usage and mechanics 

• accurately cite sources used with discipline-specific requirements (i.e. MLA, APA, etc.).
13.  Policies and Procedures:
CHS English Department Plagiarism Statement

Plagiarism is the use of another's words or ideas and the presentation of them as though they are entirely one's own.  Acts of plagiarism might include, but are not limited to:

1.  using words or ideas from a published source without proper documentation;

2.  using the work of another student (e. g. copying another student's homework, composition, or project);

3.  using excessive editing suggestions of another student, teacher, parent, or paid editor.


Plagiarism on any project or paper at Chattahoochee High School will result in a zero for the assignment and an Honor Code violation.  Unless directly stipulated by the teacher, collaboration on written work is not acceptable.  Students who willingly provide other students with access to their work are in violation of the Honor Code.  Students guilty of cheating will receive a grade of "0" on the assignment or test. The assignment may not be made up (students having zero’s are not eligible for recovery). Additionally, an Honor Violation Form will be completed by the teacher and filed in the school office. Violations may be considered by faculty in making future recommendations. Membership in honor clubs could be jeopardized. Students receiving an Honor Code violation will be assigned to serve two (2) days of Saturday School for the first offense.

Upon teacher request, students may be required to email essays, research papers, or other written work to turnitin.com. The website checks the submission for plagiarism, provides a receipt for the student to give to the teacher, and reports to the teacher that the student’s work was not copied from any source. Students will be trained on the use of turnitin.com in the first weeks of school. Students who do not have email access at home may use the computers in the media center.
14.  Materials:

· 3-ring binder in which to keep notes/work
· plenty of blue or black ink pens 

· plenty of #2 pencils 

· college-ruled notebook paper

· box of tissues 

Students are expected to have the above materials in class every day.  These materials will not be provided by the teacher.  
15.  Outside Reading Assignment:
Each semester, you will be responsible for independently reading at least 1 text in addition to what we read as a class. Your independent reading assessments will be timed writings: on the day of your writing, you will choose one of several prompts to answer. To prepare for your essay, I recommend that you procure your own copy of the text (rather than checking it out from the library or borrowing from a friend), annotate it extensively, and bookmark any significant passages. If notified in advance, I can provide copies of novels should specific needs arise.
16.  Batchelor’s Course Overview--Exploring the Human Condition and Social Order
Rationale: Throughout the year we will explore the Human Condition: the ego’s struggle for power, recognition, and love; the question of what real justice is; and the emotional, psychological and physical toll that changes in society make on the individual.  We will also explore the study of the Social Order and how it impacts individuals within it. We will ask and discuss questions such as: How do individuals maintain a sense of dignity and uniqueness within a society that demands conformity in order to maintain order? How and why do social orders evolve? Are they a necessary evil or can there truly be a perfect order if we strive for it? How much must an individual sacrifice for the good of the community? Is there or has there ever been a true democracy or pure communism? In other words, is the ideal attainable or do we concede that the human condition will always be one in which struggle and conflict are the key elements for survival and ultimately for improving life? 

**please note that this schedule is subject to change

I.  “Summer Reading” 

Major works:  


Their Eyes Were Watching God—Zora Neale Hurston




How to Read Literature Like a Professor—Thomas C. Foster
Major assessments:  

Test and Process Composition (essay)
II.  “Utopia vs. Dystopia” 

Major works: 


“The Murderer”—Kurt Vonnegut, Jr.





“The Lottery”—Shirley Jackson





“The Ones Who Walk Away from Omelas” –Ursula K. LeGuin




One story of student choice (https://letterpile.com/misc/Dystopian-Short-Stories)




 Various related poetry




 
 The Village—film by M. Night Shyamalan 

Possible Independent Reading:          Anthem—Ayn Rand

Major assessments:

 Unit Test 




 Essay 
III.  “Psychodrama” 


Major works:   


One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest – Ken Kesey

                  




-to include discussion of the “anti-hero” and Christ Figure






-Film clips, One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest


Possible additional works:

Of Mice and Men—John Steinbeck  OR  The Catcher in the Rye – J.D. Salinger 

Major assessments:

Timed Writing






Unit Test





Major Project
IV.  “Destiny or Desire?” 


Major works: 


Macbeth—William Shakespeare 


Major assessments: 

Unit Test






Socratic Seminar
V.  “The Research Process”


Major Assessment:

Persuasive Research Paper/Project






Focus on:  Collection of valid sources, MLA citation/documentation, 






persuasive writing techniques


Independent Reading:

Book Club Selections (choose one):  Brave New World, Things Fall Apart, 





Frankenstein, Dracula
VI. “Oh, the Humanity!”


Major works:


Lord of the Flies by William Golding





Related supplemental works (articles, short stories, poetry)

Major Assessments:

Unit Test





Process Composition (essay)
17.  Video Permission:  It is possible that I may show films in class to enrich student understanding of the texts we will be reading and discussing in class.  All film titles have been approved by the administration, but parental permission is needed  in order for students to view these films.  Occasionally, I may also use music or audiotapes from the school media center.  All selections are pertinent to the curriculum and are used solely for enrichment, never as substitutes for reading. 

**Below is a list of the possible films we may view in whole or in part throughout the year as supplements to the literary pieces read and discussed:
-Macbeth 2010 (PG-13; violence)
-One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest 1975 (R; language, mature themes)



-Much Ado About Nothing 1993 (PG-13; sexuality)



-The Village 2004 (PG-13; violence)
-Alive 1993 (R; plane crash scene, mature themes)
Please PRINT, SIGN, and RETURN 
this page to Mrs. Batchelor by Friday, August 11
	         2017-2018
             10th Grade Honors Literature & Composition 

             Mrs. Meg Ingram Batchelor




Parent Signature Page 
YES, ____________________________ has my permission to view the film clips and participate in the Independent Reading Project.
NO, _____________________________ does not have my permission to view the film clips and participate in the Independent Reading Project.
Additionally, signing below indicates that I have read and understood the classroom policies listed in the syllabus.
Student Name:_________________________________________________________

Student Signature: ______________________________________________________
Parent Name:__________________________________________________________ 
Parent Signature: _______________________________________________________
Preferred parent phone number best reached: ____________________________________
Parent e-mail address (please print neatly): 
____________________________________________________________________




